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Throughout their lives, President and Mrs. Bush  

have dedicated themselves to eradicating cancer. 

Their passion comes not only from their sense 

of public service—knowing that they can make 

a measurable difference against this devastating 

health problem—but also from deep in their 

hearts. It began with their own family. 

INSPIRATION A FAMILY’S COMMITMENT
George and Barbara Bush married in 1945 and had six 

children: George, Robin, Jeb, Neil, Marvin, and Dorothy. 

Parenthood brought them both joy and heartache.

Pauline Robinson “Robin” Bush was born on December 

20, 1949. A delightful baby, she grew into a healthy toddler. 

At age three, Robin suddenly became ill. Her parents 

were stunned by the diagnosis: leukemia. 

Though she was treated with the most advanced  

measures known at the time, Robin passed away on  

October 12, 1953. She was two months shy of her  

fourth birthday.

A Lifetime of Service

Their family’s losses granted President and Mrs. Bush 

a special sensitivity to the suffering of others and the 

struggle almost all families face at one time or another. 

Just a few examples of how they have personally  

supported and led the fight against cancer:

Presidential Proclamations

President Bush was an early proponent of the Human 

Genome Project, which began unraveling some of cancer’s 

most puzzling secrets while he was in office. He also 

made several Presidential Proclamations to bring  

attention to cancer issues.

Leaders in Collaboration

In 1998, President and Mrs. Bush invited over 100 leaders 

from the public, private, and nonprofit sectors to  

participate in a first-ever “National Dialogue on Cancer,” 

which evolved into the collaborative organization,  

C-Change.

CEO Roundtable on Cancer

In 2001, President Bush asked Robert A. Ingram, then 

CEO of Glaxo Wellcome, to convene and chair the CEO 

Roundtable on Cancer, which resulted in the creation of 

the CEO Cancer Gold StandardTM. 

American Cancer Society’s Medal of Honor

Involved with volunteer efforts since the 1950s, President 

and Mrs. Bush were honored in 2002 with the American 

Cancer Society’s Medal of Honor for their contributions  

in cancer control.

It would be impossible to list here all the 
ways the Bushes have personally supported 
and led the fight against cancer.
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ABOUT C-CHANGE
Thousands of organizations are focused on cancer.  

They have helped bring about significant improvements. 

And now many are learning the power of joining  

forces for even greater results. In 1998, President and  

Mrs. Bush used their public appeal, personal influence, 

and diplomatic skills to create one of the most exciting  

and unique collaborations yet: The National Dialogue  

on Cancer, now known as C-Change.

C-Change is comprised of national leaders from pre-eminent 

cancer organizations across all three sectors of society— 

private businesses, nonprofit organizations, and the 

government—to form a powerful network in the fight 

against cancer. 

Today C-Change members come from more than 150 

organizations to work together, identifying major gaps  

in our national efforts and collectively mobilizing their 

manpower and financial resources to solve them.  

Together, they do what no single organization could  

do on its own. It is collaboration on a grand scale.

Visit www.c-changetogether.org to find out more  

about C-Change.
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