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ISSUE SUMMARY

OPPORTUNITIES

As A NATION, WE ARE MISSING 3 IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITIES!

1. TO REDUCE THE BURDEN OF CANCER. WHILE WE HAVE
SUCCESSFULLY DISCOVERED WAYS TO PREVENT CANCER WITH
SOME DRUGS, WE ARE NOT ABLE TO PURSUE DEVELOPMENT OF
OTHER PREVENTIVE AGENTS DUE TO BARRIERS THAT INHIBIT
SCIENCE OR FAIL TO STIMULATE ADEQUATE INVESTMENT IN
CHEMOPREVENTION RESEARCH.

2. TO FURTHER ACCELERATE THE NATIONAL PRIORITY OF DISEASE
PREVENTION. WHILE RECOGNIZING AND EMBRACING THE
IMPORTANCE OF HEALTHY LIVING AND EARLY DETECTION TO
REDUCE THE RISK OF CANCER, THE VALUE OF RESEARCH ON
DRUG INTERVENTIONS ARE OFTEN OVERLOOKED IN THE
CONTEXT OF PREVENTION.

3. TO MAINTAIN AND ADVANCE OUR POSITION AS A GLOBAL
LEADER IN SCIENCE IN THIS EMERGING FIELD. THE
ENVIRONMENT IN OTHER NATIONS IS SIMPLY MORE SUPPORTIVE
OF CHEMOPREVENTION RESEARCH THAN IT IS IN THIS
COUNTRY.

BARRIERS

SEVERAL MAJOR BARRIERS DETER THE RESEARCH COMMUNITY AND
BUSINESSES FROM INVESTING TIME, ATTENTION, AND FUNDING IN
CHEMOPREVENTION RESEARCH:

1. THE PROCESS FOR CONDUCTING CLINICAL TRIALS AND
SEEKING DRUG APPROVAL USING NEW SCIENTIFIC TECHNIQUES
— NAMELY BIOMARKERS - IS LARGELY UNCHARTED.

2. PATENT AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FOR PREVENTIVE
DRUGS AND VACCINES THAT REQUIRE LONGER CLINICAL TRIALS
ARE TOO LIMITING.

3. REIMBURSEMENT FOR PREVENTIVE AGENTS IS HIGHLY
UNCERTAIN.

SOLUTIONS

1. CANCER-PREVENTING DRUG AND VACCINE RESEARCH SHOULD
BE PRIORITIZED AND WELL FUNDED; THE DRUG APPROVAL
PROCESS SHOULD BE UPDATED TO SUPPORT THE SCIENCE AND
ACCELERATE DISCOVERY.

2. PATENT AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY PROTECTION AND TAX
INCENTIVES SHOULD BE IMPLEMENTED FOR PREVENTIVE DRUGS
AND VACCINES TO MAKE THE BUSINESS MODEL FEASIBLE AND
STIMULATE SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENT.

3. REIMBURSEMENT FOR CANCER-PREVENTING AGENTS SHOULD
BE PROVIDED TO ASSURE PATIENT ACCESS.
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